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THE  YEAR  AMONG  THE  LIBRARIES. 

The  year  1912  has  passed  without  any  very  striking  incidents  in 
the  history  of  our  portion  of  the  library  world.  There  has  been  a 
steady  advance  all  along  the  line.  Our  libraries  are  stronger  and  more 
firmly  established  and  are  doing  better  work  than  ever  before.  New 
libraries  have  been  established  and  old  have  received  gifts  of  buildings 
and  endowments.  We  have  every  reason  to  feel  pleased  with  the  re- 
sult of  last  year’s  progress. 

We  should  constantly  bear  in  mind  that  the  library  is  to  be  judged 
by  the  influence  it  exerts  on  the  community.  Not  the  building,  nor 
the  collection  of  books,  nor  even  the  size  of  the  circulation  figures  de- 
cides the  value  of  the  institution  to  the  town.  We  can  imagine  a li- 
brary of  a thousand  volumes  being  of  much  more  importance  than  one 
of  many  times  that  number.  A library  which  had  every  one  in  the 
community  enrolled  as  a borrower  would  be  a more  important  factor 
in  the  civic  life,  although  its  circulation  might  average  but  one  volume 
per  capita,  than  one  which  could  show  a per  capita  circulation  of  three 
with  but  one-fifth  of  the  population  enrolled  as  borrowers. 

One  of  the  encouraging  features  of  the  work  in  our  State  is  the  in- 
terest shown  by  some  of  our  libraries  in  the  extension  of  their  fields 
so  as  to  include  territory  outside  the  towns  in  which  they  are  situated. 
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Probably  Braddock  is  the  most  important  of  these  libraries.  Branches 
of  this  library  are  found  in  a number  of  surrounding  towns.  These 
are  maintained  by  cooperation  between  the  Braddock  library  and  the 
lown  in  which  they  are  located,  and  are  large  enough  to  be  considered 
as  libraries  in  themselves.  The  Carnegie  Library  at  Duquesne  is  also 
active  in  this  same  line. 

Williamsport  also  maintains  a branch  at  Montoursville,  thus  ex- 
tending its  field  of  usefulness  to  a considerable  distance. 

Lock  Haven  has  established  a branch  at  Mill  Hall,  by  which  the 
needs  of  that  village  are  met.  and  also  many  of  the  people  from  the 
farms  are  served.  A collection  is  also  found  in  another  community 
in  the  neighborhood. 

Probably  the  most  extended  work  of  this  kind  in  our  State  is  that 
carried  on  by  the  library  at  Montrose.  Here  there  is  a system  of 
traveling  libraries  which  covers  the  entire  county.  At  the  last  report 
there  were  thirty-eight  stations  maintained  and  the  librarian  says  that 
it  “just  about  keeps  me  busy  looking  after  them.” 

We  wish  more  of  our  libraries  would  take  up  this  kind  of  work. 
Under  the  school  code  it  is  possible  for  school  districts  to  make  ar- 
rangements with  libraries  to  extend  their  privileges  to  the  districts. 
We  feel  very  sure  that  if  the  library  trustees  were  to  take  this  up 
they  would  find  many  districts  ready  to  enter  into  such  arrangements. 

A number  of  new  libraries  have  been  opened  during  the  year  and 
there  have  been  a larger  number  of  gifts  than  usual.  These  are  noted 
in  detail  under  their  respective  heads  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

The  Free  Library  Commission  has  been  active  although  it  is  difficult 
to  give  more  than  a hazy  idea  of  the  real  work  accomplished.  It  is 
easy  enough  to  give  statistics  but  figures  do  not  mean  very  much  when 
it  comes  to  determining  whether  it  pays.  The  Consulting  Librarian 
presents  the  following  as  a summary  of  the  work  done  by  her  during 


the  year:  / 

Number  of  trips  made  21 

Number  of  days  spent  in  the  field,  exclusive  of  the  summer  school  157 

Number  of  libraries  visited  135 

Number  of  visits  made 190 

Number  of  libraries  organized  4 

Number  of  libraries  reorganized 7 

Number  of  library  meetings  attended  in  the  State  11 

Number  of  meetings  with  trustees,  clubs,  committees,  etc.,  for 

promoting  and  reorganizing 49 
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One  of  the  other  members  of  the  staff  has  spent  ten  days  in  the 
field  visiting  four  places  and  helping  in  organizing  work.  Add  to  this 
the  work  done  in  the  office  in  writing  hundreds  of  letters,  preparing 
lists  of  books  and  answering  the  many  questions  which  come,  and 
one  will  get  a faint  idea  of  the  physical  exertion  put  forth  in  this 
phase  of  the  work. 

Now,  does  it  pay?  In  order  to  answer  this  question  we  must  go 
back  to  the  time  when  the  first  of  such  visits  was  made ; when  each 
library  was  working  in  its  own  little  sphere,  with  little  or  no  thought 
as  to  what  was  going  on  in  other  places ; when  each  librarian  was 
meeting  and  trying  to  solve  the  difficulties  which  arose  without  know- 
ing that  others  were  meeting  the  same ; and  compare  that  time  and 
those  conditions  with  the  present  when  our  libraries  are  moving  along 
with  a solidarity  which  means  strength  and  enthusiasm.  When  we 
do  this  there  cannot  be  a shadow  of  a doubt  as  to  its  paying.  Eleven 
library  meetings  in  one  year ! The  memory  of  the  writer  goes  back  to 
the  first  of  such  meetings  when  it  was  not  at  all  certain  that  anyone 
would  attend.  It  brings  to  mind  the  meeting  for  which  great  prepara- 
tions had  been  made  and  at  which  one  person  besides  the  speakers 
was  present.  For  ourselves  we  feel  sure  that  it  pays. 

But  we  should  not  feel  that  the  field  has  been  covered.  There  are  in 
our  State  more  than  five  hundred  towns  of  more  than  one  thousand 
people.  Of  these,  but  eighty-two  have  free  libraries.  Of  the  sixty- 
seven  county  seats  but  thirty-four  have  such  institutions.  There  is 
plenty  of  work  ahead  of  us  and  it  is  up  to  us  to  do  our  share.  If  we 
can  not  expand  into  neighboring  territory  it  may  be  well  to  look  at 
our  own  immediate  fields.  In  a recent  number  of  “ Country  Life 
in  America”  is  the  story  of  the  awakening  of  a dead  town.  One  of 
the  first  things  planned  for  in  the  making-over  process  was  a public 
library.  The  woman  selected  to  head  this  movement  announced  that 
she  was  in  favor  of  rigging  up  a wagon  with  cases  and  taking  the 
books  around  to  the  people,  especially  on  the  outsirts.  "Why  would 
this  not  do  in  some  of  our  towns?  Is  there  anything  impossible  about 
it  ? And  by-the-way,  what  has  become  of  Easton ’s  trolley  car  library  ? 
Is  it  not  possible  to  reach  more  people  than  we  do,  even  if  in  doing  it 
we  get  away  from  some  of  our  old-time  notions? 

The  traveling  library  side  of  our  work  has  also  been  active.  During 
the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Assistant  Secretary  spent  considerable 
time  attending  farmers’  institutes  to  present  this  work  to  those  in  at- 
tendance. Visits  were  made  as  follows:  Cameron  County,  4 places; 
Carbon  County,  1 place;  Center  County,  1 place;  Clarion  County, 
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2 places;  Elk  County,  2 places;  Forest  County,  2 places;  Franklin 
County,  1 place;  Greene  County,  3 places.  Later  in  the  year  visits 
were  made  to  nine  places  in  Center  County,  eleven  places  in  Bed- 
ford County,  and  two  places  in  Lancaster  County.  Visits  were  also 
made  to  places  where  there  are  traveling  library  collections  in  small 
local  libraries. 

Traveling  libraries  have  been  loaned  to  390  places;  23  free  libraries 
have  received  books  to  help  them  in  their  work.  In  some  cases  this 
help  has  consisted  of  one  or  two  books,  and  in  others  traveling  librar- 
ies have  been  used  to  supplement  the  local  collection.  In  all  18,181 
volumes  have  been  loaned.  These  have  been  divided  in  use  as  follows : 


General  collections 14,342 

Study  Club  collections  2,101 

Public  libraries 1,094 

Individuals 35 


"When  it  is  remembered  that  the  general  collections,  individuals  and 
many  of  the  study  clubs  and  public  libraries  are  in  places  of  less 
than  one  thousand  population  and  most  of  them  are  in  the  open 
country,  an  idea  of  the  importance  of  this  part  of  our  work  can  be 
gained.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  many  of  the  people  who  act  as 
librarians  do  not  use  the  plan  for  charging  loans  provided  with  the 
books.  If  we  had  figures  to  be  gained  in  that  way  we  could  form  a 
better  idea  of  what  is  being  accomplished. 

Taking  it  altogether  we  feel  that  the  work  is  in  good  shape.  There 
is  much  more  to  be  done  but  it  seems  as  though  the  thirteen  thousand 
dollars  which  is  spent  annually  is  accomplishing  something.  If  our 
income  was  as  large  in  proportion  to  the  field  as  those  of  town  li- 
braries. we  could  do  still  more. 

GIFTS  FOR  1912. 

Bethlehem — Free  library  of  the  Bethlehems — A building  site  at  Mar- 
ket and  New  Streets,  from  a group  of  citizens. 

Blairsville— Blairsville  Free  Library — $200  from  Miss  Millhauser  for 
books  on  music. 

Carnegie — Andrew  Carnegie  Free  Library — $100,000  additional  en- 
dowment from  Mr.  Carnegie. 

Clifton  Heights— Gift  of  a stone  building  used  as  a parsonage,  from 
the  trustees  of  the  New  Jerusalem  Church,  for  a free  library  and 
a social  center. 
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Lancaster — A gift  of  $2,300  in  stocks  from  Frank  Brenneman. 

Mauch  Chunk — Dimmick  Memorial  Library — $25,000  by  the  will  of 
Airs.  Mary  Packer  Cummings,  of  Sayre. 

North  East — North  East  Public  Library — $25,000  from  the  late  John 
McCord,  of  Chicago. 

Pennsburg — Perkiomen  Seminary — $20,000  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Philadelphia — Free  Library — 3,400  volumes  of  law  books  and  $10,000 
endowment  from  the  collection  from  William  Brooke  Rawle. 

South  Bethlehem — Free  Library  of  the  Bethlehems — $500  for  books 
from  the  South  Bethlehem  Teacher’s  Club  to  the  South  Beth- 
lehem Branch. 

Wallingford — Furness  Free  Library — $5,000  from  the  late  Dr.  Horace 
Howard  Furness. 


NEW  LIBRARIES  IN  1913. 

The  following  libraries  were  opened  to  the  public  during  the  past 


year : 

Troy  Public  Library  Jan.  20 

Charleroi  Public  Library  Mar.  1 

Hershey  Public  Library June 

Mt.  Pocono  Free  Library  June 

St.  Mary’s  Free  Public  Library July  2 

Brady’s  Bend — Dewey  Free  Library  Feb. 

St.  Petersburg  Free  Library Oct.  12 

Allentown  Free  Library  Nov.  25 

Pittston,  Lithuanian  Library  Dec. 


The  following  libraries  were  reorganized  either  partially  or  entirely 
during  the  year : 

The  libraries  at  Ardmore  and  Vandergrift  were  classified. 

At  Union  City  the  books  were  shelf -listed  and  the  catalog  revised. 

The  Honesdale  and  Sayre  libraries  were  entirely  re-organized  and 
opened  again  to  the  people  under  improved  auspices. 

At  Spring  City  the  catalog  was  improved  by  the  addition  of  Sub- 
ject headings. 

LIBRARY  INSTRUCTION  IN  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 

The  attention  of  Normal  School  librarians  is  called  to  the  following 
parts  of  the  work  on  library  economy  prepared  by  the  Newark,  N.  J., 
Public  Library  and  published  by  the  H.  W.  Wilson  Co.,  Minneapolis, 
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Minn.  They  will  be  found  useful  in  connection  with  the  instruction 
in  the  use  of  the  library : 

Pt.  5,  Sec.  2.  Course  of  study  on  the  use  of  a library.  1909. 

Pt.  5,  Sec.  4.  School  libraries. 

Pt.  5,  Sec.  5.  Course  of  study  for  Normal  School  pupils  on  liter- 
ature for  children.  1912. 

A.  L.  A.  COMMITTEE  ON  BINDING. 

The  Committee  on  Binding  frequently  receives  requests  from  var- 
ious libraries  for  information  about  binding,  and,  occasionally,  re- 
quests for  an  expression  of  opinion  about  the  work  of  certain  binders. 
It  has  always  been  impossible  to  give  opinions  about  library  binders 
with  whose  work  the  members  of  the  Committee  have  not  been  famil- 
iar. The  Committee  has,  therefore,  established  a collection  which  in- 
cludes work  done  by  many  binders  making  a specialty  of  binding  for 
libraries.  Each  binder  has  sent  in  samples,  showing  the  manner  in 
which  he  binds  fiction,  children’s  books  and  periodicals.  In  addition 
to  these  samples,  each  binder  has  answered  a list  of  24  questions  re- 
lating to  methods,  materials,  prices,  etc.  With  these  samples  and 
answers  to  these  questions  in  hand  the  Committee  is  in  a position  to 
give  definite  opinions  upon  quality  and  style  of  work  whenever  li- 
brarians ask  for  it. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  Committee  to  publish  opinions  about  the 
work  of  any  binder,  but  all  questions  will  be  gladly  answered.  Li- 
brarians can  help  to  make  this  plan  more  useful: — 

1.  By  sending  to  the  Committee  the  names  of  library  binders.  The 
Committee  already  has  many  names,  but  there  must  be  many 
more  whose  names  it  will  be  unable  to  obtain  unless  sent  by  those 
who  are  interested. 

2.  By  urging  binders,  whom  they  know,  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quests of  the  Committee. 

3.  By  making  use  of  the  collection  already  established. 

A.  L.  Bailey,  Chairman, 

A.  L.  A.  Committee  on  Binding, 
Wilmington  (Del.)  Institute  Free  Library. 

SCOTTDALE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  Scottdale  Free  Public  Library  is  housed  temporarily  in  some 
very  pleasant  rooms  in  the  High  school  building,  consequently  a great 


The 

SCSTTLSiX 
TREE  PUBLIC 
LI  BRflRY 

s opera  dailg  from. 

9ffMte9Prr 

There  are  bwte  to 
interest  euer^one-, 
-Best  riaqazine$. 
IVeUTorK-  PMc/rali- 
ortd  JLoca.!  Rjper^. 

nger$  especially  welcome 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016 


https://archive.org/details/pennsylvanialibr00unse_59 


7 


many  of  our  residents  have  thought  that  the  Library  was  only  for  the 
use  of  the  schools.  This  impression  had  to  be  corrected,  and  we 
planned  a publicity  campaign.  First  a sign  was  placed  on  the  street 
corner  directing  possible  readers  to  the  Free  Public  Library. 

Then  one  of  our  friends  made  us  a large  poster  to  be  hung  in  the 
public  waiting  station.  Before  framing  it,  an  engraving  company 
made  us  a copper  plate  of  it,  post  card  size.  We  had  a number  printed 
on  cardboard  and  placed  them  in  stores,  hotel  offices  and  the  post 
office.  Then  some  postal  cards  were  made  and  are  kept  at  the  Library 
to  send  out  messages  to  our  club  women,  teachers,  or  any  other  read- 
ers as  occasion  may  demand. 

It  was  especially  successful  in  getting  the  club  women  interested. 
They  liked  the  personal  note,  and  came  to  us  for  material  for  their 
club  articles,  when  they  had  passed  us  by  before. 

Occasionally  we  send  the  plate  to  the  newspapers  to  be  used  as  a 
heading  for  our  list  of  new  books. 

A LADDER  OF  HISTORY. 

At  the  public  library  in  Pottsville,  Pennsylvania,  the  supple- 
mentary work  with  the  schools  is  being  greatly  facilitated  by  the  use 
of  a display  ladder  in  United  States  history  exhibited  in  the  window. 
Attached  to  each  rung  of  the  ladder  is  a list  of  books  dealing  'with 
various  periods  of  American  history,  and  at  the  top  a Roll  of  Honor 
on  which  are  inscribed  the  names  of  the  pupils  who  have  climbed  the 
ladder  by  reading  all  the  books  on  the  list.  In  addition,  a book  mark 
containing  these  titles  was  distributed  among  the  pupils  in  the  var- 
ious schools,  and  the  titles  are  checked  as  they  are  read.  This  has 
aroused  competition  in  the  various  schools  to  make  the  best  record. 
The  children  are  required  to  write  an  essay  on  the  book  they  like 
the  best  after  the  top  of  the  ladder  has  been  reached.  The  child  world, 
always  wide  awake  to  something  new,  is  responding  in  such  numbers 
that  an  immediate  purchase  of  additional  copies  of  the  books  was  nec- 
essary to  meet  the  demand. 

A Ladder  of  History. 

Name  

Begin  at  the  lower  rung  and  read  up.  Ask  the  librarian  to  check 
each  book  as  you  read  it. 

Rung  V. 


Horton — The  frozen  north. 


8 


Pratt — America’s  story  for  American  children,  v.  5. 

Revolutionary  stories. 

Rung  IV. 

Drake — On  Plymouth  Rock. 

Pratt — Our  little  Eskimo  cousin. 

Wade — Ten  big  Indians. 

Rung  III. 

Bass — Stories  of  pioneer  life. 

Eggleston — Stories  of  American  life  and  adventure. 

Judd — Wigwam  stories. 

Pratt — America’s  story  for  American  children,  v.  3. 

Rung  II. 

Husted — Stories  of  Indian  chieftains. 

Lucia — Stories  of  American  discoverers  for  little  Americans. 

Pratt — America  ’s  story  for  American  children,  v.  2. 

Stone — Day’s  deeds  100  years  ago. 

Rung  I. 

Eggleston — Stories  of  great  Americans  for  little  Americans. 

Holbrook — Hiawatha  primer. 

Pratt — America’s  story  for  American  children,  v.  1. 

Pumphrey — Pilgrim  stories. 

FIELD  NOTES. 

Allentown 

The  Allentown  Free  Library  was  formally  launched  on  November 
25.  The  building,  on  Hamilton  Street  above  Ninth,  was  open  all  day 
for  inspection  and  dedicatory  exercises  were  held  in  the  evening. 
The  library  movement  really  dates  from  1853,  when  a library  com- 
pany was  formed.  After  several  changes,  this  collection  of  books 
was  burned.  Two  books  were  saved  and  were  placed  in  the  new 
collection  started  in  1891  by  the  Woman’s  League.  The  present 
building  was  purchased  and  remodeled  by  the  M.  U.  M.  Circle,  which 
earned  about  fifteen  thousand  dollars  of  the  twenty-five  thousand 
the  building  cost.  A Library  Association  working  with  the  School 
Board  took  the  building  over  early  in  1912.  Miss  Sarah  V.  Lewis, 
from  the  Cleveland  Public  Library,  was  appointed  librarian,  and  on 
September  1,  with  the  help  of  the  group  of  young  ladies  who  had  given 
much  disinterested  service  to  the  library’s  advancement,  the  work 
of  reorganization  was  begun.  At  the  time  of  opening,  thirty-five 
hundred  volumes  had  been  cataloged  and  were  ready  for  circulation. 
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Beaver  Falls 

In  the  ninth  anual  report  of  the  Carnegie  Free  Library  from  June 
1,  1911-June  30,  1912,  the  librarian  says  “This  has  been  the  best  year 
in  the  history  of  the  library.  There  have  been  more  registrations, 
larger  attendance  in  the  reading  and  reference  rooms,  more  books 
purchased  and  circulated  and  the  children’s  room  has  been  well 
equipped.  The  latter  has  not  only  developed  splendidly,  but  it  has 
advertised  the  whole  library,  for  many  parents,  urged  by  their  chil- 
dren to  see  the  children’s  room,  have  become  interested  in  the  rest  of 
the  library  and  now  borrow  books.  Miss  Mary  R.  Moorehead  has 
been  appointed  children’s  librarian.  A weekly  story  hour  was  held, 
systematic  instruction  was  given  to  the  four  upper  grades  of  the 
Public  Schools  in  the  use  of  the  library,  a special  exhibit  of  children’s 
books  was  held  before  Christmas  and  a boy’s  nature  study  club  held 
weekly  meetings  in  the  library. 

The  circulation  for  the  thirteen  months  was  36,655.  being  3.01 
per  capita.  There  are  10,674  volumes,  a registration  of  3,580,  425 
of  these  being  new;  a reading  room  attendance  of  23,767,  and  the 
reference  room  attendance  of  3,179. 

Brady’s  Bend. 

The  Dewey  Free  Library  was  moved  into  its  new  home  in  Septem- 
ber, a two-room  building  in  the  center  of  the  village.  Mr.  Dewey 
gives  the  use  of  the  building  and  the  library  association  papered 
and  painted  the  interior;  and  from  $21.60,  the  proceeds  of  a social, 
they  got  floor  covering  for  the  front  room,  a mail  box  and  subscribed 
for  a daily  paper.  The  back  room  is  to  be  used  as  a game  and  rec- 
reation room.  Miss  Lillian  Seybert,  principal  of  the  schools,  had 
been  acting  as  librarian,  but  through  Mr.  Dewey’s  generosity,  Miss 
Irene  MeKee  keeps  the  library  open  each  day  from  four  to  six  and 
seven  to  nine-thirty.  Besides  a traveling  library,  they  have  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  books  of  their  ora  and  several  magazines.  The 
village  has  a population  of  about  two  hundred  people. 

Connellsville. 

The  Carnegie  Free  Library  is  planning  to  open  a branch  in  the 
West  Side  School  building,  using  as  a foundation,  a collection  of 
books  already  in  the  building  and  a room  already  furnished  for  li- 
brary purposes. 
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Easton. 

A twenty  thousand  dollar  addition  is  being  built  to  the  public  li- 
brary, Mr.  Carnegie  giving  seven  thousand,  five  hundred  towards  it. 
The  stack  space  will  be  doubled  on  the  first  floor,  and  an  auditorium 
with  dressing-rooms  and  stage  and  fire-proof  booth  for  the  moving  pic- 
ture machine  will  be  added  to  the  basement.  The  old  auditorium  will 
be  used  for  a club  and  class  room. 

Emlenton. 

This  winter  Mrs.  Meckel,  the  librarian  of  the  Emlenton  Free  Li- 
brary, has  told  stories  from  the  Wagner  operas,  illustrating  them 
with  Yictrola  music  from  the  operas. 

Erie. 

A bronze  tablet  containing  Lincoln’s  Gettysburg  address  has  been 
placed  in  the  rotunda  of  the  Erie  Public  Library.  It  was  unveiled 
in  the  presence  of  the  G.  A.  R.  on  the  forty-ninth  anniversary  of  the 
delivery  of  the  speech. 

Grove  City. 

A Library  Club  has  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  building  up 
the  x>ublic  side  of  the  Carnegie  Library,  given  a few  years  ago  to  the 
Geneva  College,  but  also  free  for  the  town’s  use.  Monthly  meetings 
are  held  and  a sum  of  five  dollars  for  each  member  had  been  sub- 
scribed. Children ’s  books  were  to  be  purchased  first,  and  a story  hour 
started  by  voluntary  story-tellers. 

Harris!)  urg. 

The  new  Public  Library  building  is  nearing  completion  and  plans 
for  organizing  the  library  are  being  worked  out.  The  site  and  the 
money  for  the  building  and  a small  endowment  was  given  the  city  a 
good  many  years  ago  by  the  late  Mrs.  Sarah  Haledman-Haley. 

Hazleton. 

The  beautiful  new  marble  building  given  to  the  city  by  Mr.  John 
Markle  “in  loving  memory”  of  his  parents,  was  dedicated  on  October 
3.  Just  two  days  after  the  library’s  fifth  birthday  dedicatory  exer- 
cises were  held  out  of  doors  at  two  o’clock.  Prof.  T).  A.  Harman, 
principal  of  the  city  schools,  presided;  Rev.  August  Rohrig  pro- 
nounced the  invocation ; Mrs.  W.  C.  Gaylev  gave  a short  history  of 
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the  library  movement;  Mr.  George  F.  Baer  presented  the  building  to 
the  city  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Market.  It  was  accepted  by  District  Attor- 
ney J.  H.  Bigelow,  for  the  city,  and  Mr.  L.  0.  Emmerich  for  the  li- 
brary trustees.  Immediately  after  the  close  of  the  exercises,  Mr. 
Markle  “shook  hands  with  the  people  who  cared  to  come  into  the 
building  for  that  purpose.”  For  over  an  hour  there  was  a steady 
stream  of  visitors  coming  in  the  front  entrance,  through  the  building 
and  out  of  the  side  door.  After  the  reception  was  over  the  building 
was  kept  open  for  inspection  until  ten  o’clock.  Literally  hundreds 
of  the  people  came  to  see  “their”  gift — old  and  young,  people  in 
autos  or  with  dinner  pails  on  their  arms,  all  sharing  the  feeling  ex- 
pressed by  two  of  the  visitors,  as  they  met  in  the  building — one  with 
three  of  his  seven  small  children  exclaimed  “isn’t  this  great,”  and  the 
other  with  his  miner’s  pail  answered  “Yes,  and  it  belongs  to  us.” 

The  building  is  of  white  marble,  finished  throughout  in  quartered 
oak.  A large  reading  and  reference  room  is  at  the  right  of  the 
entrance,  a children’s  room,  librarian’s  room  and  circulating  de- 
partment are  on  the  first  floor.  The  stack  is  three  stories.  A rest  room 
and  trustee’s  room  are  on  the  second  floor  and  the  basement  gives 
storage  space,  mending  room  and  a large  room,  the  use  of  which  will 
be  decided  when  the  greatest  need  for  it  has  been  shown. 

The  library  was  first  opened  on  October  1,  1907,  and  is  supported 
by  the  city  and  Hazel  township.  The  books  are  taken  to  the  town- 
ships through  school  libraries. 

Honesdale. 

The  old  Honesdale  School  Library  has  been  re-organized  and  name 
changed  to  the  Honesdale  Free  Library.  A committee  of  citizens 
working  with  the  School  Board  are  planning  for  an  adequate  sup- 
port for  the  library  and  in  the  meantime,  the  teachers  and  some 
young  ladies  of  the  town,  under  the  direction  of  the  principal  of 
the  schools,  are  keeping  the  library  open  certain  afternoons  and  even- 
ings of  the  week.  The  library  was  re-opened  on  November  19,  and  by 
December  31,  three  hundred  ninety  borrowers  had  registered  and  thir- 
teen hundred  books  been  drawn  out.  A slide  at  the  moving  picture 
show  tells  the  people  when  the  library  is  open  and  invites  them  to 
visit  it. 

This  library  is  housed  in  the  splendid  new  school  building  which 
is  situated  in  the  central  part  of  the  town. 

Lancaster. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Hoover,  acting  librarian  of  the  A.  Herr  Smith  Li- 
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brary  for  the  last  year,  entered  the  School  of  Library  Science,  Pratt 
Institute,  in  September.  Miss  Ethel  Myers,  Drexel,  ’08,  has  been 
appointed  librarian. 

Lansdowne. 

Miss  Soplironia  Beatty  has  been  made  librarian  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary of  Lansdowne. 

Lewisburg. 

The  W.  D.  Himmelreich  Memorial  Library  had  a two  days’  arts 
and  crafts  exhibition  on  November  29th  and  30tli.  Over  three  hun- 
dred articles,  all  made  by  local  people,  were  shown,  and  there  were 
more  than  two  hundred  visitors. 

Meadville. 

After  many  years  of  faithful  and  efficient  service  as  librarian  of 
the  Public  Library,  Miss  Susan  McCracken  has  been  made  Librarian 
Emeritus,  and  Miss  Olive  Ryder,  Pratt,  1912,  appointed  active  li- 
brarian. 

The  arrangement  of  the  library  room  has  been  changed  and  the 
walls  freshly  decorated.  Also  a room  on  the  floor  above  fitted  up 
for  the  children  with  pretty  furniture  and  two  hundred  new  books 
added  to  the  juvenile  collection. 

M cdio. 

Beginning  in  December,  the  Media  Free  Library  will  place  on  ex- 
hibition each  month  a small  collection  of  photographs  of  famous 
paintings.  A list  of  pictures  and  a short  biographical  sketch  of  the 
artists  will  be  printed  in  the  local  papers. 

Milford. 

Miss  Z.  R.  Hazlet,  for  several  years  librarian  of  the  Homestead  Free 
Library,  has  resigned,  and  Miss  Charlotte  P.  White,  is  now  librarian. 

Monongahela  City. 

The  Carnegie  Free  Library  (a  branch  of  the  Braddock  library") 
has  been  moved  into  new  quarters  on  the  main  street.  The  room  is 
Avell  lighted,  of  good  size  and  well  adapted  to  this  use. 

The  School  Board  furnishes  the  room,  heat,  light  and  the  librarian’s 
salary,  and  the  Braddock  Library  supplies  the  books. 
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Mount  Pocono. 

Another  little  village  has  formed  its  own  Free  Library.  Starting  in 
June  with  a traveling  library  from  the  Free  Library  Commission 
and  a library  committee  of  citizens,  they  have  at  the  end  of  the  year 
a collection  of  four  hundred  books  of  their  own,  and  have  raised 
enough  money  to  rent  a room  for  the  year  and  to  furnish  it.  A Li- 
brary Association  is  to  be  formed  and  steps  taken  towards  a more 
permanent  organization  and  support.  The  library  is  free  to  all  resi- 
dents of  the  community  and  non-residents  (which  includes  then- 
larger  summer  population)  pay  a small  fee  for  the  use  of  the  books. 

New  Castle. 

Miss  Irene  A.  Hackett,  librarian  of  the  New  Castle  Free  Public  Li- 
brary, has  resigned  to  accept  a similar  position  in  Englewood,  N.  J. 
Miss  Nora  Giele,  the  children’s  librarian,  will  serve  as  acting  librarian 
until  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  in  May. 

North  East. 

The  North  East  Public  Library  was  left  a gift  of  twenty-five  thous- 
and dollars  by  a former  resident,  Air.  John  McCord,  of  Chicago.  Ten 
thousand  dollars  is  to  be  used  for  a building  and  fifteen  thousand 
dollars  for  endowment.  The  Park  Hotel  property  on  West  Main 
Street  has  been  secured  for  the  building  site.  It  is  a fine  location  in 
the  center  of  the  town,  facing  on  the  park. 

Philadelphia  Free  Library. 

During  the  year  the  main  collection  of  books  was  removed  from 
Chestnut  Street  to  the  present  quarters  at  Thirteenth  and  Locust 
Streets,  and  notwithstanding  that  it  had  been  feared  that  this  removal 
would  considerably  affect  the  work  of  the  Library,  the  circulation  is 
reported  to  have  been  only  slightly  affected,  and  mainly  in  the  fiction 
class,  the  circulation  of  the  class  books  being  considerably  increased 
in  many  cases.  The  circulation  for  the  year  was  1,980,923,  and  the 
total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  at  the  end  of  1911  was  390,- 
687  in  addition  to  the  196,686  pamphlets  in  the  Department  of  Public 
Documents,  23,702  volumes  having  been  added  to  the  Library  collec- 
tion during  the  year. 

The  establishment  of  a Municipal  Reference  Department  in  the 
City  Hall  and  the  actual  or  proposed  establishment  of  seven  new 
branch  libraries  are  notable  features  of  the  year’s  work.  An  increased 
use  of  the  Department  for  the  Blind  is  reported,  15.185  books  having 
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been  circulated  during  the  year,  and  the  encouraging  growth  of  the 
Art  and  Law  Departments  are  also  to  be  noted. 

The  Southwark  Branch  at  Fifth  and  Ellsworth  Streets,  was  dedi- 
cated on  November  14.  This  is  the  twenty-second  branch  of  the 
Free  Library  and  the  thirteenth  from  the  Carnegie  fund,  and  on  De- 
cember 11,  the  James  W.  Queen  Memorial  Library  at  Thirty-third  and 
"Wharton  Streets,  was  placed  under  the  charge  of  the  Philadelphia 
Free  Library. 

Philadelphia — City  Institute. 

The  sixtieth  annual  report  of  the  Philadelphia  City  Institute  Li- 
brary for  1911-12  gives  the  total  number  of  volumes  as  34,045,  of 
which  1,048  were  added  during  the  year.  The  circulation  was  42,306, 
with  90,549  visitors.  The  work  of  the  library  has  been  hampered  by  a 
temporary  decrease  of  income. 

Pittston. 

Some  leading  Lithuanians  and  Lithuanian  Societies  have  started  a 
Public  Library  for  the  thirteen  thousand  of  their  fellow-countrymen 
living  in  and  near  Pittston.  A room  over  the  Bohemian  theatre  has 
been  secured,  two  hundred  volumes  collected  and  twenty-four  Lith- 
uanian newspapers  and  magazines  subscribed  for.  There  will  also  be 
books,  magazines  and  newspapers  in  English  added  as  soon  as  their 
funds  permit. 

Pottstown. 

The  Century  Club  is  keeping  up  its  work  for  a free  library  very 
steadily,  and  recently  cleared  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars 
for  the  library  fund  by  a rummage  sale. 

Pottsville. 

The  fifth  annual  report  of  the  Pottsville  Free  Library  has  been 
received.  The  number  of  volumes  has  grown  from  the  three  thousand 
seven  hundred  on  the  shelves  when  the  library  opened,  to  six  thousand 
five  hundred.  Over  four  thousand  readers  had  registered,  and  the 
total  circulation  was  seventy  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirteen. 

The  librarian  has  visited  the  schools  of  the  city  to  interest  the 
teachers  and  pupils  and  exhibits  of  Christmas  books  and  vacation- 
days  literature  were  held  in  the  library. 

Ridley  Park. 

The  new  Carnegie  Library  building  was  formally  opened  for  public 
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use  on  July  4.  The  program  arranged  for  the  occasion  formed 
a part  of  the  larger  program  for  a “safe  and  sane”  Fourth.  The 
building  cost  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  is  a gift  from  Mr.  Carnegie. 

Sayre. 

The  Mary  Packer  Cummings  Free  Library  was  re-opened  on  De- 
cember 7,  after  being  thoroughly  re-organized.  Mrs.  Whittaker  is 
librarian. 

St.  Petersburg. 

Another  town  of  453  population  is  proving  what  it  can  do  towards 
giving  the  people  a free  library.  A Library  Association  has  been 
formed,  good  quarters  provided  for  a year  by  a generous  frened,  a 
traveling  library  secured  from  the  State,  books  and  magazines  given 
by  the  town’s  people  and  for  the  first  year  voluntary  service  in  keep- 
in  the  library  open  three  evenings  per  week.  Meetings  will  be  held 
in  the  library  and  on  Saturday  afternoons  one  person  reads  to  the 
children  and  gives  them  dumb-bell  gymnastic  work. 

Scottdale. 

The  second  annual  report  of  the  Scottdale  Free  Public  Library, 
from  October  31,  1911,  to  November  1,  1912,  shows  a substantial 
growth,  not  only  in  its  statistics,  but  in  the  actual  use  made  of  the 
library,  especially  for  reference.  A “travel”  table  had  been  quite 
popular  during  the  summer. 

The  library  had  added  1,034  volumes  during  the  year,  making  a 
total  of  7,864  volumes;  450  new  reader’s  cards  were  issued  during  the 
year  and  45,392  books  were  circulated  for  home  use,  a gain  of  1,826. 

Miss  Evelyn  Hess,  who  has  been  an  assistant  in  the  Library  since  its 
beginning  two  years  ago,  entered  the  Western  Reserve  Library  School 
in  September.  Miss  Winifred  O’Conner  fills  the  vacant  place  on 
the  staff. 

Sewickley. 

During  the  year  ending  July  1,  1912,  the  Library  rooms  have  been 
much  improved  by  making  the  collection  an  open  shelf  one  for  adults 
and  by  providing  a separate  room  for  children,  thus  making  the  li- 
brary more  popular  among  the  older  people  and  establishing  a 
stronger  bond  between  the  children  and  the  library.  A special  effort 
was  made  last  year  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  various  literary  clubs 
of  the  town  and  with  the  schools.  The  number  of  books  in  the  li- 
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brary  is  reported  to  be  1 0,594,  and  the  total  circulation  for  the  year 
was  29,334,  with  an  enrollment  of  2,574  readers. 

Hon.  Thos.  L.  Montgomery  represented  the  Free  Library  Commis- 
sion at  the  Library  evening  of  the  Parents’  and  Teachers’  Association 
on  November  8. 

A branch  has  been  opened  in  Edgeworth,  a nearby  village.  The 
Sewickley  library  furnishes  the  books  and  takes  care  of  the  details  of 
circulation.  The  Edgeworth  Village  Improvement  Association  fur- 
nishes transportation  for  the  books  and  some  one  to  help  with  the 
circulation,  and  the  Edgeworth  School  Board  furnishes  the  room. 
The  room  is  open  each  Monday  afternoon  and  evening. 

Stroudsburg. 

Stroudsburg  is  thinking  of  starting  a free  library  and  a committee 
has  been  appointed  to  consider  ways  and  means. 

Towanda. 

Miss  Helen  E.  Rockwell,  formerly  librarian  of  the  Public  Library, 
entered  the  Drexel  Institute  Library  School  in  September. 

Union  City. 

The  fourth  annual  report  of  the  Union  City  Free  Library  for 
1912,  is  very  satisfactory.  Increased  work  was  made  possible  by  the 
action  of  the  School  Board  in  contributing  to  the  library’s  support  a 
sum  equal  to  that  given  by  councils.  Books  were  loaned  to  three  rural 
schools  during  the  school  term  and  a regular  station  started  at  Riley’s 
Landing,  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  Byrle  Randell. 

A gift  of  the  Reader’s  Guide  from  1904-1912  made  the  reference 
work  with  the  schools  and  study  clubs  much  easier,  and  a clipping  and 
pamphlet  collection  has  been  started.  New  shelves  have  been  put  in 
and  the  catalog  made  available  by  the  addition  of  a catalog  case.  And 
the  two  cent  a day  scheme  has  given  a satisfactory  amount  of  new 
fiction.  The  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  is  2.175;  the  circula- 
tion  of  books  11,938,  and  of  magazines  1.804.  and  the  actual  number  of 
borrowers  602.  of  which  310  are  new,  and  292  have  re-registered.  A 
new  registration  is  made  every  three  years. 

Wallingford. 

The  name  of  the  Horace  Howard  Furness  Free  Library  is  to  be 
changed  to  the  Helen  Kate  Furness  Free  Library  in  accord  with  Dr. 
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Furness’  wish.  He  bequeathed  the  library  five  thousand  dollars, 
which  will  be  used  for  a building. 

Washington. 

The  Citizen’s  Library,  founded  in  1870,  was  made  free  on  January 
1,  1913.  For  some  years  it  has  been  free  to  the  teachers  and  pupils 
of  the  public  schools.  The  name  has  been  changed  to  the  Citizen’s  Free 
Library,  the  hours  changed  from  2-9  P.  M.  to  10  A.  M.-9  P.  M.,  and 
the  Newark  charging  system  introduced. 

West  Chester. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Library  Association  for  1911-1912,  gives 
a total  circulation  of  48,833,  of  which  2,171  were  magazines.  Two 
hundred  and  fifty  volumes  were  loaned  to  the  schools.  The  actual 
number  of  books  is  10,085.  A children ’s  room  was  opened  on  October 
3,  1911,  under  the  care  of  a special  assistant,  and  was  a great  joy  to 
the  little  people.  The  library’s  support  comes  from  a small  endowment 
and  an  equal  sum  from  councils  and  the  School  Board. 

Wilkes-Barre. 

A special  private  collection  of  autographs  was  exhibited  in  the 
Osterliout  Free  Library  in  December. 

Williamsport. 

The  James  V.  Brown  Memorial  Library  gave  a course  of  three  lec- 
tures in  connection  with  the  annual  Teachers’  Institute.  They  were 
held  in  the  library  auditorium  and  were  on  topics  of  special  interest 
to  teachers. 

The  fifth  annual  report,  July  1,  1911-June  30,  1912,  shows  an  in- 
crease in  the  total  number  of  books  borrowed  for  home  use;  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  persons  holding  cards;  an  advance  in  the 
quality  of  books  borrowed  and  in  the  work  done  in  the  reference  room, 
and  an  increase  in  attendance  at  lectures  and  exhibitions.  For  the 
library  and  two  branches  the  circulation  was  110,889;  there  were 
7,826  registrations  in  force  and  21,579  volumes  in  the  library.  Six- 
teen lectures  and  two  art  exhibitions  were  held. 

York. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  Library  for  1911-1912,  gives  a 
total  circulation  of  23,434  volumes,  the  total  number  of  borrowers 
5,097  and  592  volumes  added  during  the  year. 
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SUBSCRIPTION  LIBRARIES. 

Mountain  Home. 

The  Barrett  (township)  Friendly  Library  is  an  example  of  what  a 
small  group  of  people  can  accomplish  when  they  really  wish  to,  and 
also  of  how  much  a summer  colony  may  really  help  by  lending  a 
wise  hand.  A library  of  some  1,600  volumes  has  been  collected  in 
two  years,  organized  and  housed  in  a private  house,  also  funds  for 
a building  had  been  assiduously  worked  for.  During  the  winter  the 
village  raised  $400,  and  two  fairs  held  during  the  summers  of  1911 
and  1912  brought  in  about  $1,100.  A church  gave  a plot  of  ground, 
an  architect  gave  the  plans,  the  people  gave  work  and  material,  and 
the  corner  stone  of  a beautiful  little  building  was  laid  on  September 
] 5.  Besides  housing  the  library,  the  building  is  to  be  used  as  a social 
center,  and  one  of  its  first  steps  has  been  to  join  the  Model  Orchard 
Club,  and  have  demonstrations  in  the  care  of  orchards. 

QuaJcertown. 

The  seventeenth  annual  report  of  the  Richland  Library  Company, 
from  May  4,  1911,  to  May  4,  1912,  has  been  published.  Within  the 
year  the  library  has  been  accessioned,  classified  and  a card  catalog 
made,  and  was  moved  into  its  new  home  on  Main  Street,  963  new  vol- 
umes had  been  added,  800  of  which  came  from  J.  Levi  Heacock  heirs, 
making  a total  of  3,508  volumes  in  the  library.  One  hundred  and 
sixty  borrowers  were  registered  and  a number  of  shares  of  old  stock 
revived. 

COLLEGE  LIBRARIES. 

Allentown,  Library  of  Muhlenberg  College. 

William  Stephen  G.  Simpson  has  been  appointed  librarian  and 
is  pushing  the  work  of  re-organizing  the  library. 

Clarion,  State  Normal  School. 

Miss  Mary  A.  True,  formerly  of  Foxburg,  became  librarian  of  the 
Clarion  State  Normal  School  Library  on  November  1. 

Meadville. 

Miss  Abbie  Allen,  Simmons,  ’ll,  began  her  work  as  assistant  in  the 
Meadville  Theological  Seminary  Library  on  September  1. 

State  College,  Carnegie  Library. 

Miss  R.  E.  Ritchie,  Drexel,  T2,  has  been  appointed  assistant  in  the 
cataloguing  department. 
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